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RAMADAN 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [2.06 pm]: I am 
pleased to inform the house that the Muslim holy month of Ramadan began on Monday, 6 June 2016. For the 
39 000 Western Australians who follow the Islamic faith it is a time of fasting between sunrise and sunset, and 
a time of sacrifice, discipline and self reflection. Ramadan is the time to make charitable donations and to 
strengthen family ties and community connections. These values are the basis of a compassionate society and 
are common to many other faiths that form Western Australia’s cultural and religious landscape. 
Another Ramadan tradition is the breaking of the fast immediately after sunset on each day during Ramadan, 
known as an iftar dinner. I was very pleased to attend the parliamentary iftar dinner on Friday, 10 June 2016, 
along with more than 100 representatives from the Muslim community, fellow parliamentarians and community 
leaders. This year’s event, the fifth to be held at Parliament, was conducted in the spirit of harmony and in 
celebration of the diversity of our community. It was jointly hosted by Hon Liz Behjat, MLC; Mr Bill Johnston, 
MLA; and Fuat Layic of the Intercultural Harmony Society. I sincerely thank them for their work in 
coordinating such an enjoyable event. Gathering together to share food and conversation helps people to break 
down cultural barriers and to realise that we all share the same fundamental values, whatever faith we follow 
and whatever background we originate from. This year’s parliamentary iftar dinner was supported by the Office 
of Multicultural Interests. 
Mr Layic and the Intercultural Harmony Society have also organised a series of home iftar dinners through 
which local Muslim families open their private homes to individuals to share a meal. I attended a home 
iftar dinner on Thursday, 16 June 2016 and enjoyed the Serin family’s hospitality and a delicious meal at their 
private home. Home iftar dinners, like the dinner at the Serin’s house, foster an understanding of Muslim culture 
and enhance the Muslim community’s sense of belonging and its contribution to our society. 
Ramadan ends on Tuesday, 5 July 2016—depending on the phase of the moon—with a series of family and 
community celebrations known as Eid al-Fitr. The Liberal–National state government has provided the 
Islamic Council of Western Australia and the Australian Arab Association with grants for Eid events in July 
and September 2016. Grants have been provided to both organisations for Eid events in 2017. These Eid events 
attract thousands of Muslim participants, as well as increasing numbers of people from the wider community. 
Cultural diversity is one of our state’s greatest strengths, and I hope all members of Parliament will join me in 
extending my best wishes to the Western Australian Muslim community during the month of Ramadan. 
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